Fine don 


January  1897. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  bhe  Finedon  Urban  District  Council, 
Gentlemen 

I have  the  pleasuj’e  of  presenting  to  you  the 
second  annual  report  on  the  health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the 
Finedon  Urban  District,  along  v/ith  the  usual  tables  of  births, 
sickness  and  deaths  classified  as  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  by  the  County  Council. 

I have  estimated  the  population  up  to  the  middle  of  1896  as  being 
3611  or  an  increase  of  414  on  the  census  of  1891.  During  the  year 
130  births  were  registered  comprising  7.9  males  and  51  fem&,les, 
equivalent  to  a birth  rate  of  36.8  per  1000  per  annum.  This  rate 
is  exactly  the  same  as  in  1895.  The  deaths  registered  were  54 
which  gives  us  a death  rate  of  14.  9 per  1000  per  annto'n  as  compared 
with  59  deaths  and  a rate  of  16.7  in  1895. 

The  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  18  which  is  equal 
to  33  per  cent  of  the  gross  mortality  and  a rate  of  138.4  per  1000 
births  registered.  This  rate  shows  a decrease  on  that  of  1895 
which  was  176. 9 per  1000. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  is  3.8  per  1000  per  annum  due  to  fourteen 
deaths  from  this  cause,  as  compared  with  three  deaths  and  a rate 
of  .8  per  1000  per  annum  in  1895.  ■ 7 7“  ’ 

Phthisis  was  credited  with  two  deaths  giving  a death  rate  of  .5 
per  1000  per  annum  a rate  which  is  very  satisfactory  and  is  a de- 
crease on  that  of  1895  when  5 deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause 
giving  a rate  of  2.5  per  1000  per  annum. 

Seven  deaths  were  referred  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs 
other  than  Phthisis  giving  us  a rate  of  1.9  per  1000  pef\  annum  as 
compared  with  a rate  of  1.4  per  1000  per  arjiun  in  1895. 

Two  inquests  were  held  during  the  year.  One  in  the  case  of  an  old 
man  who  cut  his  throat,  and  the  other  on  the  man  who  was  killed  at 
the  iron-stone  pits. 
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The  following  table  shows  approximately  the  ages  at  which  the 
deaths  occurred,  during  the  year. 

Under  One  & under  Five-&  under  Fifteen  & under  Twent7/-five  Sixty-five^ 
15  15  25  & under  65  & 

year  years  years  years  years  over 

18  ' 16  0 2 12  7 

The  death  rate  from  Zymotic  disease  during  the  year  1896  is,  thoufei^ 
not  a heavy  one,  larger  than  one  likes  to  see.  The  chief  cause 
in  the  production  of  this  rate  was  the  epidemic  of  Measles  which 
raged,  during  the  earlier  months  of  the  year.  Twelve  deaths  re- 
sulted from  this  cauae  all  of  which  occurred  in  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  The  fatal  time  in  the  children  being  that  of 
the  first  dentition.  Acting  upon  the  written  instructions  issued 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  I did  not  think  it  necessary  to  ad- 
vise your  council  to  order  the  schools  to  be  closed,  although  the 
school  managers  did  close  the  Infant  School  for  a fortnight  soon 
after  the  epidemic  began. 

One  death  only,  that  of  a child  was  reported  as  being  due  to 
Diarrhoea. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Typhoid  fever.  Small  pox.  Scarlatina, 
Diptheria  or  Croup.  One  case  of  Typhoid  fever  came  under  notice, 
that  of  a Child.  Uo  cause  could  be  found  for  it.  The  house  was 
a nev/  one  and  the  water  supply  good.  All  the  necessary  precau- 
tions were  taken  and  no  further  case  occurred. 

One  case  of  Whooping  Cough  came  under  notice  which  had  been  im- 
ported. The  child  could  be  Isolated  so  no  further  case  occurred. 
Mumps  were  epidemic  during  a few  months  of  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  rainfall  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
manj/  people  suffered  with  throat  troubles. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration  I think  the  health  of  Fined  on 
and  its  death  rate  will  compare  very  favourably  with  the  health 
and  death  rate  of  the  surrounding  towns. 


In  referring  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  town  I should  like 
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first  to  congratulate  your  Council  on  the  coinmencement  of  the  New 
Sewerage  Scheme.  Any  one  watching  the  progress  of  the  work  and 
seeing  the  awful  condition  of  the  old  drains  opened  up  will  have 
now  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  for  the  work  with  its  consequent 
outlay. 

The  different  parts  of  th-e  town  have  been  visited  almost  daily. 
There  are  in  Flnedon  at  the  present  time  753  houses,  twenty-two 
having  been  built  during  the  past  year. 

We  have  some  very  inferior  property  however  in  the  town,  especial- 
ly that  situated  in  Stanton's  Yard.  All  the  drains  are  blocked 
and  there  is  no  water  supply,  the  houses  are  also  in  a dirty  con- 
dition. 

It  is  the  presence  of  property  of  this  description  which  draws  to 
our  town  a class  of  people  little  if  any  better  than  the  property, 
and  whose  personal  uncleanliness  and  filthy  habits  cause  them  to 
be  a constant  source  of  danger  to  the  community/  amongst  which 
they  dwell. 

The  houses  situated  behind  Pear  Tree  Row  are  hardly/  any  better. 

Six  cesspits  have  been  done  away  with  during  the  year,  but  there 
still  remain  too  many. 

Fourteen  pigstyes  have  been  removed.  Fifty  pails  have  been  con- 
demned and  replaced  by  new  ones. 

Notices  have  been  served  for  nuisances  in  connection  with  76  clos- 
ets and  drains. 

Four  wells  have  been  condemned. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with. 

Your  Inspector  has  visited  all  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  Bake-houses 
andH^rk-shops. 

No  obnoxious  trade  has  been  carried  on  during  the  year. 

No  article  of  food  exposed  for  sale  has  had  to  be  condemned. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  as  to  the  way  the  Sanitary  Men  have 
done  their  work. 

Your  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  done  his  work  thoroughly  and  with 
a good  deal  of  tact,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  in  no  one 


IV 


of  fhe  cases  of  maisance  complained  of  has  it  been  necessary  to 
take  the  severer  measures  at  our  command  to  get  the  nuisances 
abated. 

The  report  for  the  year  as  a whole  must  I think  be  considered  a 

that 

favourable  one,  but  I hope^^when  the  sewerage  scheme  is  complete 
and  we  have  the  promised  water  that  we  shall  not  only  compare 
favourably  with  other  towns  but  be  first  amongst  the  foremost. 

I remain  Gentlemen 

YouruObedient  Servant 

Med.  Off.  Health. 


